The worst places to breathe

A small farm town and a
national park have a surprising
number of ozone violations.

What happened?

Last summer, bad air drifted from Fresno,
Bakersfield and other places in the San
Joaquin Valley and settled downwind in
places such as Sequoia National Park and
Arvin. The monitor in Sequoia detected ozone
violations on 44 days. The monitor in Arvin
recorded 41. Only one other place in the
country had more violations — Crestline, a
resort community in the San Bernardino
Mountains downwind from Los Angeles.

What’s next?

Air experts say Sequoia and Arvin probably
will continue to have the most violations for
the next several years until pollution from
cities and freeways can be further cleaned
up. Ozone violations have dipped in the past
few years and are expected to continue
declining during the next decade or so.
Authorities say new rules have eased the
problem somewhat, but cooler summer
weather also helped.

Check smog levels throughout
California at fresnobee.com/
fightingforair/

Source: California Air Resources Board
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